
t racted from i t  with benzene.  The mother liquors, containing a small  amount  of psoralen, were extracted with chloro-  

form. The concentrated extract  was passed through ac t iva ted  a lumina (Brockmann act ivi ty  I I - I I I )  and the psoraIen was 
eluted with benzene.  The content  of psoralen in the technica l  product was determined by the polarographic method [4]. 

It can be seen from the table  that  the most desirable raw mate r i a l  for the industrial production of psoralen is 
formed by the roots and seeds. However, the seeds are preferable since they contain a larger amount  of psoralen and, 
in addit ion,  the natural  thickets of the plants are preserved. The best period for co l lec t ing  the seeds is from the second 
ha l f  of  luly to the end of August. 
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We have extracted flowers of cotton plants of variety 815-F (Gossypium hirsutum) with methanol  in i% hydro-  
chloric acid.  The anthocyanins were precipi ta ted from the extract  with ether; they were freed from contaminat ing 

flavonols, catechins,  and waxes by chromatography on a column of cel lulose powder. As eluant we used system 1 : 1~ 

bu tano l - -ace t i c  ac id- -wate r  ( 4 : 1 :  5). 

On paper chromatography in system 2 [water- -acet ic  ac id - - concen~a ted  hydrochloric acid  (82 : 15 : 3)], two 
anthocyaninins were detected with Rjc 0.25 (I) and 0.36 (II). The anthocyanins were separated by chromatography on 
a column of cel lulose powder with the same solvent (II). The clear ly  separated zones were cut  out and eluted with 
methanol  containing 0.01% of hydrochloric acid .  After recrys ta l l iza t ion  from ethanol 2 N with respect  to hydrochloric 
acid,  anthocyanin (I) was isolated with mp 215-217 ° C (decomp) and composit ion C21H21OliC1. 2H20. The paper 
chromatography of anthocyanin (I) in the presence of chrysanthemin (from the aster) in system 2 showed that  they 

were ident ica l .  

The hydrolysis of the anthocyanin with 2 N hydrochloric acid  led to the decomposit ion of the substance into 
the aglycone and glucose. The glucose was ident if ied by paper chromatography in two systems: ethyl  ace t a t e - -py r id ine - -  
water ( 2 : 1 : 2 )  and 1 - b u t a n o l - a c e t i c  ac id- -water  (4: 1 : 5 ) .  The position of the OH group in the anthocyanin was shown 
by its absorption spectra.  The UV spectrum of the glycoside had its maximum absorption at  525 mg or, in the presence 
of a luminum chloride,  a t  568 m g  [1, 2]. The anthocyanidin cyanidin was ident if ied by comparing i t  with the cyanidin 

obtained from red rose petals (on chromatograms)and by absorption spectra (maxima at 535 m/2). 

When the anthocyanidin was heated in 15% barium hydroxide for 80 min at  100 ° C, phlorogtucinol and proto- 
ca techuic  acid were formed, these being identif ied by paper chromatography in various systems in the presence of 

authentic samples of phloroglucinol and protocatechuic acid .  

The results obtained show that the anthocyanin (I) from the cotton plant  is chrysanthemin (cyanidin 3-t~-glucoside).  

REFERENCES 

1. C. O. Chichester and B. S. Lu, I. Food Sc i . ,  30, 5 -12 ,  1965. 
2. I. B. Harborne, Bioehem. J , ,  70, 22, 1988. 

12 January 1968 Scientif ic  Research Institute for the Chemistry and 
Technology of Cotton Cellulose,  Tashkent 

164 


